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Dulux invests almost $30 million in local manufacturing 

 

Long standing Kiwi paint maker Dulux has confirmed its commitment to manufacturing in New 

Zealand announcing a $28 million investment in its Hutt Valley-based operation today. 

 

Dulux - which has been manufacturing at the site since 1939 - is starting a major construction 

project to expand its water-based manufacture and to reconfigure the site for better traffic 

management, safety and logistics. 

 

“The new facilities will set the direction for our future in New Zealand while also improving the 

efficiency and safety of our day-to-day operations,” says Dulux New Zealand General 

Manager Patrick Jones. 

 

Dulux is investing almost $16 million to rebuild and expand its water-based paint 

manufacturing operation including introducing greater automation and monitoring at its 

existing onsite water treatment plant.  The remainder of investment will include replacing and 

expanding its storage and distribution facilities. 

 

“We’ve enjoyed great support from our staff, customers and the local community so we’re 

thrilled to be improving our facilities and making a long term commitment to New Zealand 

manufacturing.  

 

“The new plant will ensure that Dulux continues to be an innovative and leading supplier of 

water-based paint products to the New Zealand market.  Key parts of our operation will also 

be repositioned so all our processes are better integrated to improve the working environment 

for our people and make our whole operation more efficient,” says Mr Jones. 

 

This year’s winner of the ACC-sponsored Wellington Gold Award for workplace safety, Dulux 

says some of the key benefits from the investment would be further improvements to onsite 

safety. 
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“We’re bringing a lot of the loading and unloading areas under cover so our people are not 

exposed to the elements, and have organised the site so trucks delivering or collecting 

product are not operating in same area as our own forklift drivers,” says Mr Jones. 

 

Construction will begin in October September and will continue in stages until mid-2011. 

 

Dulux is part of the Orica consumer products group and in 2004 opened a new call centre on 

the Gracefield site to manage all customer orders from throughout Australia and New Zealand 

for Orica consumer products. 

 

About Dulux 

Dulux is part of the Orica consumer products group which includes Dulux, Yates and Selleys.  

Orica is listed on the Australian Stock Exchange.  Dulux employs 240 staff throughout New 

Zealand and has been manufacturing paint locally for more than 70 years.  In 2008, Dulux 

was the first decorative paint manufacturer in the Southern Hemisphere to achieve the 

stringent ISO 14001 environmental management standard.  The standard is an international 

benchmark for business best practice and the culmination of nearly 10 years of work.  Also in 

2008, Dulux won Green Gold in the sustainability category of the Wellington Gold Awards for 

business excellence.  In 2007 Dulux was awarded Sustainable Business of the Year (Central 

Region) by the Sustainable Business Network 

 

For more information please contact: 

Helen Isbister (on behalf of Dulux) 

04 384 9270 

0274 377 525 

 


